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Todmorden  Rural  District  Council 


ILolme  House,  Hebden  Bridge, 

1st  March,  1915. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Todmorden  Rural  District  Council. 

Sir  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  present  my  Report  on  the  health  of  the  Todmor¬ 
den  Rural  District  for  the  year  1914. 

The  District  consists  mostly  of  hilly  country,  the  lowest 
part  lying  about  550  feet  above  sea  level,  and  the  highest 
1,559.  The  River  Calder,  the  Rochdale  Canal,  the  Lanca¬ 
shire  and  Yorkshire  main  railway  line,  and  the  Halifax  and 
Todmorden  main  road  lie  close  together  along  the  valley  at 
the  lowest  part  of  the  District.  The  area  of  the  District  is 
20,501  acres. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  are  of  the  farming  class,  but 
the  majority  of  them  are  employed  as  operatives  in  the 
various  cotton  manufacturing  mills  in  the  District,  and  in 
the  adjoining  Urban  Districts  in  the  wholesale  clothing  works 
and  the  weaving  sheds. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Out  Relief  for  the  year  1914 
was  ^,164  10s.  lOd. 

Many  of  the  manufacturing  firms  and  private  individuals 
in  the  District  subscribe  to  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary,  and 
have  in  return  practically  the  free  use  of  the  Infirmary,  and 
the  advice  of  its  Honorary  Staff  in  all  medical  and  surgical 
cases  necessitating  treatment  at  that  institution. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  District  have  the  advantage  of 
the  use  of  the  Fielden  and  Sourhall  Infectious  Disease  Hos¬ 
pitals,  the  Rural  District  Council  being  one  of  the  constituent 
authorities. 

The  Medical  and  Sanatorium  Benefits  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act  1911  are  now  being  administered  in  the  District. 
The  Sanatorium  Benefits,  as  you  are  aware,  are  for  cases  of 
Tuberculosis,  and  comprise  sanatoria,  dispensary  and  domi¬ 
ciliary  treatment. 
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For  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  Vital  Statistics  I  shall 
take  the  result  of  the  1911  Census,  viz.,  4,622,  as  I  consider 
that  the  population  is,  on  the  whole,  stationary.  The  number 
of  inhabited  houses  at  the  Census  was  1,294,  with  an  average 
number  of  persons  per  house  of  3"5. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

These  are  as  follows,  and  for  the  purpose  of  comparison 
the  figures  for  the  year  1913  are  shown  in  the  second  column 
and  those  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  under  review 
in  the  last  column. 


Eng.  & 


1914. 

1913. 

Wales. 

Birth  Rate,  per 

1,000 

16-6  . 

.  16-0 

...  23-8 

Net  Death  Rate, 

y  y 

16-6  . 

.  16-6 

...  14-0 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate, 

y  y 

5L9  . 

.  8L0 

...  105-0 

Zymotic  Death  Rate, 

y  y 

•2  .. 

.  Nil 

1-2 

Tuberculous  Death  Rate 

y  y 

1-9  . 

1-9 

Respiratory  Death  Rate, 

y  y 

•8  . 

2T 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

y  y 

1-2  . 

2T 

The  Births  registered  number  77  (including  one  illegi¬ 
timate),  viz.,  44  males  and  33  females,  giving  a  Birth  Rate 
of  16’6  per  1,000,  and  compares  with  74,  90,  85,  78  and  88 
respectively  in  the  previous  five  years.  The  Birth  Rate  is 
still  undesirably  low. 

In  the  Rural  District  the  question  of  the  provision  of 
women  qualified  to  act  as  midwives  is  becoming  a  very  press¬ 
ing  need.  The  number  of  registered  women  available  is  now 
very  small,  and  in  scattered  areas  much  trouble  and  even 
actual  danger  occurs  owing  to,  in  the  first  place  no  certifi¬ 
cated  woman  being  obtainable,  and  secondly,  the  mistaken 
fear  of  consequences  if  an  unregistered  woman  should  act 
in  an  emergency.  The  difficulty  of  replacing  those  women 
who  acted  as  mid  wives  and  were  not  dependent  upon  the 
work  for  a  livelihood  is  great,  as,  in  an  area  of  such  scattered 
population,  no  trained  woman  could  make  a  living  by  the 
work. 

The  Deaths  registered  also  number  77,  namely,  40  males 
and  37  females.  Fen  of  these  Deaths  took  place  outside  the 
District  in  the  various  institutions,  and  have  been  added  to 
the  67  which  actually  took  place  in  the  District.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  Deaths,  as  is  seen,  equals  that  of  the  Births,  and  com¬ 
pares  with  77,  64,  73,  78  and  70  in  the  previous  five  years. 
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The  77  Deaths  took  place  at  the  following  age  periods, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  I  give,  in  the  second 
column,  the  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  : 


1914.  1913. 

Under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  4  6 

Between  1  and  2  years  ...  ...  1  2 

,,  2  ,,  5  ,,  0  0 

,,  5  ,,  15  ,,  5  1 

,,  15  „  25  „  6  3 

„  25  ,,  45  ,,  14  12 

,,  45  ,,  65  ,,  16  26 

65  and  upwards  ...  ...  31  27 

77  77 

Amongst  other  causes  of  death  are  the  following,  some 
of  the  figures  for  1913  being  appended  for  comparison  : 

1914.  1913. 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  . 

Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  9  9 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  .  10 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  12  11 

All  Forms  of  Lung  Diseases  (including  3 

from  Pneumonia)  ...  ...  ...  4  10 

Kidney  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  . 

Appendix  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  3 

Violent  Deaths  (other  than  suicides)  ...  2  .  5 


(including  2 
suicides). 

The  most  obvious  comment  to  make  is,  firstly,  the  ab¬ 
sence  (with  one  exception)  of  all  Zymotic  Diseases,  and 
secondly,  the  very  small  number  of  Deaths  from  Respiratory 
Diseases.  Not  one  Death  during  the  year  was  registered  as 
due  to  Bronchitis,  which  is,  I  think,  an  extraordinary  and 
phenomenal  occurrence.  Pneumonia  caused  3  Deaths. 


TUBERCULOUS  DISEASES. 

Nine  Deaths  are  again  ascribed  to  Tuberculous  Diseases. 
'This  year  all  are  of  the  Pulmonary  variety.  These  nine 
Deaths  include  two  cases  which  belonged  to  other  Districts 
and  came  into  the  Rural  District  of  Todmorden  practically 
in  a  moribund  condition.  The  number  for  the  year  is  high. 
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On  looking  up  the  records  of  the  past  10  years  I  find  that 
754  Deaths  were  registered  during  the  period,  and  that  no 
less  than  69  were  certified  as  due  to  Tuberculosis  in  some 
form,  thus  showing  the  percentage  of  Deaths  from  this  cause 
to  the  total  registered  to  be  9T5,  or  a  proportion  of  about  one 
in  eleven.  The  number  from  this  cause  for  the  year  under 
review,  i.e.,  9  out  of  a  total  of  77,  gives  a  percentage  of  11'69, 
or  a  proportion  of  about  one  in  nine.  These  figures  show 
how  very  necessary  it  is  to  use  every  endeavour  to  diminish 
and  possibly  in  the  end  eradicate  the  disease. 

During  the  year  seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
were  notified,  and  two  of  Tuberculosis  other  than  Pulmonary. 
One  Pulmonary  case  received  Sanatorium  treatment  with 
good  results. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  considerable  increase  of  Sana¬ 
torium  accommodation  is  desirable,  even  if  it  has  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  in  some  substitution  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries, 
which,  in  my  judgment,  occupy  a  position  of  very  secondary 
importance. 

The  treatment  of  patients  in  Sanatoria  is  generally  bene¬ 
ficial,  not  only  to  the  individual  suffering  from  the  disease, 
but  to  the  occupants  of  the  house  in  which  the  patient  pre¬ 
viously  resided.  The  benefits  I  refer  to  are  those  conferred 
by  reason  of  the  proper  isolation  of  the  patient  (which  is  diffi¬ 
cult  and  often  impossible  in  cottage  houses),  and  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  hygiene  and  methods  of  treatment  gained  in  com¬ 
plying  with  the  treatment  and  regulations  of  the  Sanatoria. 
I  am  also  in  favour  of  the  provision  of  open-air  shelters  at 
the  homes  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  to  enable 
the  persons  to  live  more  nearly  under  the  conditions  existing 
at  Sanatoria,  and  as  a  help  to  the  ordinary  domiciliary  treat¬ 
ment. 

On  the  receipt  of  a  notification  of  Tuberculosis,  visits 
are  paid  in  necessary  cases  by  the  Sanitary  Officials,  and  ad¬ 
vice  leaflets  bearing  on  the  infectivity  of  the  disease  and  other 
matters  are  given.  In  the  event  of  death  occurring  disinfec¬ 
tion  is  carried  out.  Prevention  of  the  disease  is  the  object 
to  aim  at.  Other  means,  such  as  the  proper  and  efficient 
ventilation  of  dwellings,  are  also  beneficial. 

The  ventilation  of  dwellings,  and  especially  of  the  rooms 
used  by  sick  persons,  is  but  ill  understood,  and  one  is  at 
times  amazed  at  the  extraordinary  pains  taken  to  make  chim¬ 
neys  and  windows  air-tight,  and  to  otherwise  keep  out 
nature’s  best  health  restorer. 
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The.  question  of  the  inspection  of  all  food,  especially 
milk,  should  be  taken  up.  Many  scientists  hold  the  opinion 
that  it  is  from  this  source  that  most  of  the  Tuberculosis 
originates.  Among  other  safeguards  in  this  respect  I  would 
suggest  :  (a)  efficient  veterinary  inspection  of  all  milch  cows 
(of  which  there  are  about  1,000  in  the  Council’s  area)  ;  (b)  an 
improvement  in  the  structure  of  the  cowsheds  (numbering  in 
your  area  about  260),  with  increased  air  space  per  head  of 
cattle  ;  and  (c)  the  provision  of  a  public  abbattoir  where  all 
cattle  killed  for  human  consumption  could  be  inspected. 

CANCER. 

Six  Deaths  are  ascribed  to  this  disease.  The  yearly 
number  of  Cancer  cases  varies  considerably,  but  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  number  during  1914  giving  the  Cancer  Death 
Rate  of  1'2  per  1,000  is  about  the  average. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Four  Deaths  have  occurred  in  children  under  one  year 
of  age  (giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  5T9  per  1,000) — 
one  from  Broncho  Pneumonia,  Convulsions,  Enteritis  and 
Premature  Birth  respectively. 

This  is  the  lowest  Rate  since  1908,  but  in  so  small  a 
population,  and  the  consequent  great  effect  upon  the  Rate 
caused  by  a  single  death,  considerable  variation  must  be  ex¬ 
pected. 

I  am  sure  that  infants  in  this  District  are  well  cared  for. 

On  1st  July,  1914,  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  1907, 
came  into  force  in  the  administrative  area  of  the  West  Rid¬ 
ing.  Iffie  Act  will  no  doubt  operate  beneficially  in  those  cases 
where  the  infant,  either  through  carelessness  or  want  of  know¬ 
ledge  on  the  part  of  the  parents,  is  not  being  reared  properly. 
After  notification  of  the  birth,  the  Health  Visitor  calls  upon 
the  parents,  gives  advice  where  needed,  and  leaves  an  ex¬ 
planatory  leaflet  on  the  care  of  the  child.  From  then  on¬ 
wards  the  Health  Visitor  calls  periodically,  weighs  the  child, 
and  in  many  ways  looks  after  its  well-being  during  the  first 
few  months. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Under  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  one  Death 
only  was  registered.  This  occurred  in  a  case  of  Enteric 
Fever.  Certain  insanitary  conditions  were  discovered  at  and 
around  the  deceased  person’s  residence,  and  they  have  since 
been  rectified. 
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The  almost  entire  absence  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic 
Diseases,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken  Pox  were  existent  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  year,  is  very  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and  testifies  to  the  increased  care  exercised  by  parents 
of  children  suffering  from  these  diseases. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATION  ACT. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum  has  this  year  been  added  to  the 
list  of  notifiable  diseases.  Under  the  Act  ten  cases  were 
reported,  viz.  : 

Scarlet  Fever  (5  received  Hospital  treatment)  ...  6 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

During  the  whole  year  the  District  has  been  unusually 
free  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases,  as  the  figures  above 
show. 

Influenza  of  a  mild  type  was  very  prevalent  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  Other  infectious  diseases,  notably 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken  Pox  have  been 
present  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  but  never  to  an 
extent  as  to  assume  epidemic  form.  The  attendances  at  the 
infant  schools  have  been  reduced  through  these  diseases,  but 
never  in  such  proportions  as  to  necessitate  the  closing  of  the 
schools. 

HOUSING. 

Under  the  Housing  Regulations  1910,  Mr.  E.  Smith,  the 
Officer  designated  thereunder,  has  made  300  inspections.  In 
19  of  the  houses  certain  defects  were  found,  but  after  the 
service  of  preliminary  notices  the  defects  were  remedied. 
Generally  speaking  the  cleanliness  of  the  houses  and  their 
surroundings  is  exceptional. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  District  during 
the  year. 

SCHOOLS. 

Several  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  five  elementary 
Schools.  The  sanitary  conditions  and  the  general  health  of 
the  children  have  been  good. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  sanitary  conditions  have  been  under  the  observation 
of  your  Inspector,  and  any  small  defects  discovered  have 
been  remedied  on  request. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  water  supply  of  the  houses  in  the  District  is  derived 
from  innumerable  private  sources,  which,  this  year,  have 
been  ample  in  all  parts  for  all  requirements.  The  necessary 
work  has  been  completed  to  enable  a  supply  of  water  to  be 
obtained  from  Farthing  Hall  for  Knowl  Top,  Edge  Hey 
Green,  Crack  Hill,  New  Houses,  Lower  Smithy  and  Jack 
Bridge  Mill.  The  water  is  pumped  by  a  wind  motor  into  a 
storage  tank  of  4,000  gallons  capacity,  and  mains,  consisting 
of  iron  pipes  coated  with  Angus  Smith’s  solution,  have  been 
laid  through  the  districts  named  above.  Some  applications 
have  since  been  received  from  property  owners  for  supplies  to 
their  properties.  An  analysis  of  this  water  shows  it  to  be  of 
a  soft  nature  and  excellent  in  every  particular. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Some  defective  sewers  in  the  village  of  Heptonstall  have 
been  relaid,  and  the  main  sewer  has  been  constructed  for  the 
Charlestown  Drainage  Scheme,  in  which  the  Parishes  of 
Blackshaw  and  Erringden  participate.  The  property  which 
this  sewer  is  intended  to  serve  now  requires  connecting  there¬ 
with. 

The  outfall  works  for  the  village  of  Heptonstall  fulfils  its 
object  well,  and  the  effluent  is  satisfactory. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

As  no  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year  and 
the  water  carriage  system  in  most  of  the  area  is  incon¬ 
venient,  the  sanitary  accommodation  has  undergone  little  or 
no  change. 

SCAVENGING. 

House  to  house  scavenging  in  Blackshaw  and  Erringden 
has  been  extended.  The  cost  this  year  is  ^174,  compared 
with  ^106  in  the  previous  year.  The  additional  expenditure 
is  principally  due  to  the  public  scavenging  in  the  Charlestown 
District. 

NUISANCES. 

The  Inspector  made  720  inspections  during  the  year,  and 
as  the  result  of  the  finding  of  a  number  of  minor  defects,  nine 
informal  notices  and  five  statutory  notices  were  served. 
These  notices  were  complied  with. 

During  the  year  61  nuisances  were  reported,  and  on 
request  they  were  abated. 
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CANAL  BOATS. 


The  general  condition  of  the  canal  boats  which  wTere  in¬ 
spected  whilst  within  the  Council’s  area  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  only  one  trade  in  the  District  which  is  included 
in  the  list  of  offensive  trades.  The  works  have  been  examined 
and  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Hoyle,  of  Summerfield,  for  being 
able  to  include  in  my  Report  records  of  temperature  and  rain¬ 
fall,  as  follows  : 

1914.  1913.  1912. 

Mean  Temperature  ...  47*04  ...  46'951  ...  42*371 

Rainfall  .  45*79  ...  38*81  ...  54*91 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  the  District  : 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  (Part  3). 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1890. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order  were  adopted  in  May,  1900. 

I  also  append  for  the  information  of  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able  the  Home  Secretary,  my  Annual  Report  on  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Factories  and  Workshops  Act  1901.  The  fac¬ 
tories  and  workshops  have  been  inspected,  and  found  to  be 
kept  in  fair  condition.  The  sanitary  arrangements  in  con¬ 
nection  with  them  are  suitable  and  generally  sufficient. 


In  am,  Sir  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

GARNET  G.  LAWSON,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914 

and  previous  Years. 


H 

o 

00 

0 

cT 

CM 

CO 

a 

4> 

• 

r-H 

rH 

1 

o 

Oi 

rH 

r  > 

u 

44) 

41 

4J 

a 

£ 

(M  T* 

(M 

03 

CO 

CM 

a 

r-H 

e3 

<■— < 

• 

•pH 

GO 

'd 

•M 

rt 

4> 

•rH 

e3 

CU 

a 

cc 

a 

CJ 

o 

§ 

- — ' 

M)  4) 

CO 

e3  ■>-> 

4) 

»  -p 

03 

*4 

o 

a 

o3 

a3 

.s 

«3  op 

42 

O 

0 

c 

O 

•pH 

44 

GO 

pH 

4-> 

c3  0 

CO 

•pH 

r* 

Q 

O 

P-i  £ 

a3 

o3  el 

3) 

4-; 

42 

fn 

C 

o 

H  H 

12 


TABLE  II. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 

the  year  1914. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

Total 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At 

At  Ages — Years. 

cases 

removed 

all 

Ages 

Un¬ 
der  1 

1  to 

5 

5  to 

15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
45 

45  to 
65 

65  & 
over 

to 

Hospital. 

Smallpox . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Scarlet  Fever . 

6 

0 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

5 

Typhus  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Continued  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Menin¬ 
gitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pulmonary  Tubercu¬ 
losis  . 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

A 

0 

0 

Totals . 

19 

0 

2 

6 

1 

6 

3 

1 

6 

Isolation  Hospitals  — Fielden  Joint  Hospital,  Todmorden  :  total  beds, 
46,  for  typhoid,  scarlet,  and  diphtheria,  supported  jointly  by 
Todmorden  Borough,  Todmorden  Rural,  Hebden  Bridge  Urban, 
and  Mytholmroyd  Urban  District  Councils. 

Sourhall  Hospital  for  Smallpox— 36  beds,  supported  by  above  Councils, 
with  the  addition  of  Bacup. 
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TABLE  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the 

Year  1914. 


Sett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages 

Un¬ 
der  1 

1  and 
un¬ 
der  2 

2  and  < 
un¬ 
der  5 

3  and 
un- 
derl5 

15  & 
un- 
der25 

25  & 

un- 

der45 

45  & 

Ull- 

der65 

65  & 

up- 

wras 

...  ("Certified.  ... 

77 

4 

1 

0 

5 

6 

14 

16 

31 

All  causes  (Uncertifled 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Smallpox  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  and  Croup . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Influenza . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Ervsipelas  . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis)  . 

9 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

5 

1 

0 

Tuberculous  Meningitis... 
Other  Tuberculous 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diseases  . 

Cancer,  Malignant 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Disease  . 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

Rheumatic  Fever . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

12 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

5 

4 

Bronchitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

tory  Organs  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Appendicitis  &  Typhlitis 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Alcoholism  . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Disease  . 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

4 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

Other  Accidents  and  Di¬ 
seases  of  Pregnancy  & 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Parturition  . 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  includ- 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

ing  Premature  Birth... 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Suicide  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Suicide . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

28 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

5 

3 

16 

known  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals . 

77 

4 

1 

0 

5 

6 

14 

16 

31 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Poliomyelitis . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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TABLE  IV. — Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1914. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Un¬ 
der  1 
week 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

wks 

|  T’t’l  und’r 

1  Month 

1-3 

Mths 

3-6 

Mths 

6-9 

Mths 

9-12 

Mths 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  ! 
Year. 

All  causes,  certified... 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

4 

,,  Uncertified 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

!  0 

0 

Smallpox  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chickenpox  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

Tuberculous  Menin¬ 
gitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Abdominal  Tubercu¬ 
losis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Convulsions  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Laryngitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bronchitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

l 

Diarrhoea  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Enteritis . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Gastritis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 1 

0 

0 

0 

Rickets  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Suffocation,  overlying 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Injury  at  Birth . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Atelectasis . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malforma¬ 
tions  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  Birth  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

o  1 

0 

0 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 
Marasmus . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Causes . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

4 

Nett  Births  in  the  year:  legitimate  76,  illegitimate  1. 

Nett  deaths  in  the  year  :  legitimate  infants  4,  illegitimate  infants  0. 
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Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1901,  in 
connection  with  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces 

and  Homework. 

1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 

Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factory  (including  Factory 

Laundries)  . 

7 

7 

Nil. 

Workshops  (including 

Workshop  Laundries)  . 

9 

9 

Workplaces  (other  than 

Outworkers’  Premises)  ... 

3 

3 

Total  . 

19 

19 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective — Found,  1  ; 

Remedied  1. 

Home  Work:  Nil. 

Registered  Workshops:  Ordinary  Workshops  6,  Workshop  Bake¬ 
houses  3,  total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  9. 
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Table  C,  1914. 

TODMORDEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Water  Surely — 

Any  developments  during  1914  ? — Engine  pump  and  tank 
erected  and  water  main  laid  at  Colden  to  supply  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Applications  have  been  received  from  property 
owners  for  water  supply 
Any  insufficiency  and  where? — None  this  year. 

Any  curtailment? — No. 

Did  any  wells  fail,  and  where? — No. 

Any  unsatisfactory  quality,  and  where? — No. 

Any  unchecked  plumbo-solvent  action? — No. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — 

Any  developments  during  1914? — Improvement  of  defec¬ 
tive  sewers  in  the  village  of  Heptonstall  ;  main  drain 
laid  for  Charlestown  drainage  scheme,  in  which  the 
Parishes  of  Blackshaw  and  Erringden  participate. 

Any  inadequacy  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works  or  complaints 
as  to  smells? — No. 

No.  of  sink-wastes  disconnected  during  1914? — 19. 
Trapped? — 19. 

Proportion  of  sink-wastes  still  needing  disconnection? — 
Unknown.  Untrapped  ? — Unknown. 

Closet  Accommodation — 

No.  of  Privies  with  open  middens? — 25. 

No.  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets  ?— 530. 

No.  of  Privies  with  covered  middens? — 74. 

No.  of  Water  Closets? — 107. 

Waste-water  Closets  ? — Nil. 

Are  proper  doors  and  coverings  generally  provided? — Yes. 
No.  of  Privies  re-constructed  during  1914? — 

(a)  as  w.c.’s? — Nil.  (b)  other? — 8. 

No.  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  in 
1914? — (a)  w.c.’s? — Nil.  (b)  other? — 2. 

No.  of  Closets  constructed  in  1914  for  new  houses?— 

(a)  w.c.’s?— Nil.  (b)  other? — Nil. 

Scavenging — 

How  is  refuse  disposed  of? — (a)  Destructor? — No. 

(b)  Tips? — Yes.  (c)  Farmers? — No.  Total  annual 

cost? — £174  2s. 

Is  there  any  inadequacy,  and  where? — No. 

Any  change  during  1914? — House  to  house  scavenging  in 
Blackshaw  and  Erringden  extended. 

Nuisance  Inspections — 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  made  in  1914? — 720. 

Informal  Notices  served? — 9.  Complied  with? — 9. 
Statutory  Notices  served? — 5.  Complied  with? — 5. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1913? — Nil. 

At  close  of  1914? — Nil. 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1914? — 61. 

Abated  during  1914? — 61. 

Total  No.  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings? — Nil. 
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Condition. 
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54  ...  Satisfactory . . . 


4  ...Satisfactory... 


Have  the  Council  declared  any  other  processes  to  be  offen¬ 
sive  trades,  e.g.,  Fish-frving,  Maggot-breeding,  &c.  P — 
No. 


Schools — 

No.  of  Elementary  Schools  in  District? — Five. 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools? — Several. 

Action  taken? — None  required. 

Milk  Supply — 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under 
F.  &  D.  Acts? — Nil.  No.  adulterated? — Nil. 

No.  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bacteriological 
examination  ? — Nil. 

What  arrangement  for  Veterinary  Inspection  of  dairy 
cows? — Nil. 

No.  of  animals  notified  by  Police  during  1914  under  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order  1913  ? — 4. 

Any  action  thereon  by  S.A.,  e.g.,  to  ascertain  if  cowsheds 
affected  were  satisfactory  ? — Yes. 

Any  instance  of  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1914? — None 
known. 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  in  district? — 260.  No.  Registered? — 
260. 

No.  of  Milk  Sellers  who  are  also  Cowkeepers? — 39.  No. 

who  are  Purveyors  only? — Nil.  Total  No.  Register¬ 

ed  ?— 39. 

Total  No.  of  Cowsheds? — 260.  No.  of  Inspections  in 

1914? — 69.  General  Condition? — Fair. 

Approx.  No.  of  Milcli  Cows  in  District? — 1,000.  Any 

insufficiency  in  Milk  Supply  ? — No. 

Legal  proceedings  under  D.C.M.  Orders? — None. 

Any  Inspection  or  other  action  by  Districts  to  which  Milk 
is  sent? — No. 


Other  Foods — 

No.  of  samples  (other  than  Milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A. 
for  examination  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts? — Nil. 
No.  adulterated? — Nil. 

No.  of  seizures  of  unsound  food? — Nil. 

No.  of  Slaughter  houses? — 4.  No.  Registered? — 4.  Kind 

and  Condition? — Fair. 

No.  of  Prosecutions  (a)  Food  and  Drugs? — Nil.  (b)  Un¬ 
sound  Food? — Nil.  (c)  re  Slaughter  Houses? — Nil. 

Factories  and  Workshops — 

Any  Smoke  nuisance,  and  where? — No. 

No.  of  Smoke  observations  taken? — Nil.  No.  of  Cautions? — 
Nil.  Legal  Notices? — Nil.  Summonses? — Nil. 
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Adoptive  Acts — 

Acts  adopted  during  1914  ? — Nil. 

Any  Urban  Powers  obtained  in  1914 P — Nil. 

Bye-Laws  and  Regulations — 

Any  adopted  during  1914? — Nil 
Are  any  other  Bye-laws  needed? — No. 

Infectious  and  Other  Diseases — 

What  diseases  have  been  specially  prevalent  in  1914? — 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough  and  Influenza  to  some  extent. 
What  special  action  to  combat  same? — None  in  particular. 
Is  Hospital  accommodation  adequate  and  sufficient? — Yes. 
What  arrangement  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin  ? — Diph¬ 
theria  antitoxin  provided  free  if  confirmed  by  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination. 

Any  diseases  specially  added  to  notifiable  list  ?- — Opthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Any  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  District? — No. 
Special  Reports  and  Investigations? — None. 

Tuberculosis — 

(1)  Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop? — Yes. 

(2)  Examination  for  contacts? — No. 

(3)  Disinfection  ? — In  all  cases. 

(4)  Distribution  of  advice  leaflets? — Yes. 

(5)  Action  re  spitting? — Notices. 

(6)  Shelters  provided? — No. 

(7)  Is  sputum  examined? — Yes. 

B  ACTERIOLOGY— 

Is  County  Laboratory  utilized? — Yes.  Any  suggestions? — 
No. 

Infant  Mortality — 

What  organised  effort  to  control  it? — None  required. 

Any  Baby  Clinic,  Baby’s  Welcome,  or  Mother’s  League? — 
No. 

Causes  of  any  excessive  Infant  Mortality  in  1914? — Not 
excessive — on  the  contrary  very  low. 

Vital  Statistics— 

Births  during  1914? — Males  44,  Females  33,  Total  77. 

No.  illegitimate  included  in  above? — 1. 

No.  of  Still  Births  (not  included) — Unknown. 

Deaths  during  1914? — 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the 
District  without  any  correction? — b7. 

(2)  Nett  Deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated  ? — 
Males  40,  Females  37. 

No.  of  uncertified  deaths  (included  above)? — Nil. 
Miscellaneous — 

Mean  Temperature  for  1914? — 47-04.  Rainfall? — 45'79 

inches. 

What  Mortuary  accommodation  (a)  for  accidents? — Nil. 

(b)  for  infectious  cases  other  than  at  Hospital? — Nil. 
No.  of  Burial  Grounds? — 7.  Any  need  for  extension? — No. 
Are  there  any  ill-placed  fowl  runs  in  District? — No. 

Any  nuisance  therefrom  or  action  in  relation  thereto? — No. 
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Sanitary  Staff — 

What  is  the  present  Annual  Salary  of  the  M.O.H.P — £40. 
Name  of  Sanitary  Inspector? — Mr.  Emmett  Smith. 

Annual  Salary  as  Inspector? — £52  10s. 

Other  appointments  held? — Sanitary  Inspector  Hebden 
Bridge  Urban  District. 

Salary  for  such  other  appointments? — £68  10s. 

Any  Assistants? — No. 

Is  Staff  sufficient? — Yes. 

SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  WORK  DURING  1914. 

Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1913 — 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  (Section 
15)— Nil. 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  (Section  17) — Nil. 
Houses  with  minor  defects  (Public  Health  Acts — Nil. 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Act  and  Regulations  in  1914 — 300. 

Houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection — 281. 

Action  under  Section  15 — 

Houses  found  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation — Nil. 
Houses  for  which  notices  were  given  to  execute  works — Nil. 
Houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  satisfactorily  com¬ 
plied  with — Nil. 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  the  local  Authority  executed 
or  were  executing  works  in  default  of  landlord — Nil. 
Houses  in  respect  of  which  landlord  elected  to  close  house 
instead  of  complying  with  notices — Nil. 

Action  under  P.H.  Acts  in  cases  of  houses  with  minor  defects  not 
remediable  under  Section  15,  owing  to  the  tenancy  having  com¬ 
menced  before  December  3rd,  1909 — 

Houses  found  with  defects — 19. 

Houses  made  fit  after  preliminary  notice — 19. 

Houses  in  regard  to  which  notices  were  served  to  remedy 
defects — 19. 

Houses  made  fit  after  notice — 19. 

Action  under  Section  17 — 

Houses  found  to  be  totally  unfit  for  habitation— -Nil. 
Houses  represented  to  Local  Authority  as  being  totally 
unfit  for  human  habitation — Nil. 

Houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation  without  the  issue 
of  a  closing  order — Nil. 

Houses  closed  voluntarily — Nil. 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made — Nil. 
Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  after  closing 
orders  were  made — Nil. 

Houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation  after  closing  order 
was  made,  for  which  the  local  Authority  determined  the 
older — Nil. 

Houses  demolished  voluntarily — Nil. 

Houses  for  which  demolition  orders  were  made — Nil. 
Houses  demolished  compulsorily — Nil. 
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Appeals — 

Appeals  against  notices  under  Section  15 — Nil. 

Appeals  against  closing  orders  under  Section  17 — Nil. 

Appeals  under  Section  17  (6)  refusing  to  determine  closing 
orders — Nil. 

Appeals  against  demolition  orders  Section  18  (2) — Nil. 

Houses  with  defects  not  disposed  of  at  end  of  1914 — 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  (Section 
15)— Nil. 

Houses  with  minor  defects  (Public  Health  Acts) — 19. 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  (Section  17) — Nil. 

Name  and  address  of  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections  under 
Article  II  of  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula¬ 
tions  1910  ? — Mr.  Emmett  Smith,  Calder  Terrace,  My- 
tholmroyd. 

Any  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms 
under  Sec.  17  (7)  ? — No.  Any  action  in  respect  of  such 

rooms  ? — No. 

Other  action  in  regard  •  to  Housing — 

Any  scarcity  of  houses,  if  so,  where? — No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses,  and  where? — One 
case  in  the  Parish  of  Heptonstall. 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  1914? — One. 

Any  special  activity  in  house  building,  and  where? — No. 

Number  of  new  Houses  built  during  1914  (a)  Working-class 
dwellings? — None,  (b)  Other? — None. 

Any  working-class  dwellings  erected  during  1914  by  Sani¬ 
tary  Authority  ? — None. 

Are  Sanitary  Authority  contemplating  erection  of  working 
class  dwellings? — No. 

Town  Planning — 

Any  scheme  prepared  during  1914? — No. 

Any  scheme  contemplated?  If  so,  for  what  area? — No. 

March  20th,  1915. 


Signed,  GARNET  G.  LAWSON, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


